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PROGRESS LIGHTING UNVEILS BILLY MOON COLLECTION 

GREENVILLE, S.C., June 21, 2006 – Progress Lighting will unveil an exclusive lighting line by acclaimed designer Billy Moon this June at the International Lighting & Accessories Market. The initial Billy Moon introduction includes two collections: Bella Rustica and Paradise East. Both collections will be available for order June 22-26, during the show at the Dallas Market Center.

Billy Moon’s spectacular Bella Rustica collection presents ornate scrollwork with ceramic elements that showcase deep opulent tones from a hand-applied glaze as well as delicate eggshells randomly arranged to create a crackled pattern. Reminiscent of ancient artifacts, each fixture exhibits a Desert Sand finish with rattan banding and is accompanied by harvest linen shades or antique stone glass.

Billy Moon’s Paradise East gives tribute to the area from which the parasol came. This collection showcases exotic silk fabrics with masterfully hand-painted cherry blossom motifs that seemingly bring the mythical Shangri-La to life. Supported by bamboo-styled frames in a Burnished Rattan finish, this family creates a serene, Zen-inspired ambiance. 
Billy Moon began his career in the home furnishings industry as a sales representative in 1983.  After developing an interest in rustic clay pots from Mexico, he became an importer and distributor of Mexican pottery. 

-more -

In April 1986, Moon started the Moon Collection. His line of clay pots and candleholders met with immediate success, leading to the establishment of a distribution center in Dallas. During this period, Moon began designing his own products, incorporating what he had learned during visits to hundreds of stores as a sales rep. In 1988, Moon moved to Mexico where he built his own factory for the design and manufacturing of a full range of home furnishing decorations. Within four years, his creations were in over 2500 stores.  Subsequently, Moon received the prestigious ARTS award three times, in 1992, 1993, and 1995 for manufacturer of the year. In 1993, Moon began his design-consulting career, and after designing for several international companies, Moon started a complete design and agency company called MoonStyle in 2003. Presently, he and his staff design lamps, lighting fixtures, wall decor, furniture and accessories for several major U.S. manufacturers.  
Founded in 1906, Progress Lighting( continues to be the largest manufacturer of residential lighting products in North America, offering more than 4,300 lighting products.  Featuring several strategic partnerships with Thomasville(, Delta(, renowned architect Michael Graves and acclaimed designer Billy Moon, Progress Lighting is the #1 decorative lighting choice of builders and remodelers, and is an ENERGY STAR( partner. Headquartered in Spartanburg, SC, Progress Lighting( has a manufacturing facility in Mexico and distribution centers in Chicago, Los Angeles, Philadelphia and Cowpens, SC. For interviews, artwork and other media inquiries, email Kim Banks at kim@simkocomm.com.
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