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PROGRESS LIGHTING CELEBRATES CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY WITH ART NOUVEAU REISSUE

GREENVILLE, S.C., Feb. 20, 2006 – Created to bring a touch of the past into the future, the elegant Art Nouveau Centennial collection marks Progress Lighting's 100-year anniversary. The Art Nouveau grouping faithfully reproduces the flowering dogwood design of a chandelier manufactured, circa 1900, by Gibson Fixture Works of Philadelphia. Beautiful gaslight-inspired globes with a Gibson Glass finish feature alternating clear and raised etched accents that offer a soft, romantic glow, while gentle scrolls and stylized flower highlights cradle each shade and showcase a Burnished Brass Antique finish. The gascocks indicate the originals were designed for the majority of homes still not equipped with the then-new wonder of electricity. Art Nouveau is a re-issue collection, being the perfect family to commemorate Progress Lighting's 100-year history. The Art Nouveau collection includes two and four-light chandeliers; a one-light foyer; and one-light wall bracket. 
Progress Lighting’s history is an “American Dream” story in the truest sense. At age 18, Frank Rosen, who had only been in the United States for a few years, decided to open a shop in Philadelphia to make gas mantles. Mr. Rosen possessed incredible mechanical skills, but not good investment skills.  The company was worth $1,000,000, but in the 1929 crash, it went bankrupt. With five children and a wife to support, he brushed himself off and started again in 1932 as Progress Manufacturing Company. Ruben P. Rosen, his son, joined in 1933, becoming president in 1938. 

-more-

World War II was also difficult. By government edict, no lighting fixtures were to be made unless they were essential for the war. Except for sporadic military orders, Progress Lighting was virtually shut down for over four years. In 1941, Maurice Rosen, Frank's other son, had graduated from the Wharton School of Finance & Commerce, University of Pennsylvania, and soon after enlisted in the Marine corp. After the war, he joined Progress as treasurer and his efforts helped propel the company forward, laying the foundation for today’s Progress Lighting.

When asked the secret to longevity and having some customers for 80 or more years, Jim Decker, Progress Lighting’s Vice President of Brand Management, replied that everything revolves around customer satisfaction, thanking and crediting the customers for growing the business.

“Our loyal customers have allowed us to reach the 100-year mark, so we thank all of our customers who have supported Progress Lighting for so many years,” said Jim Decker, vice president of brand management. “They are responsible for helping us grow the business to what it is today.”
Founded in 1906, Progress Lighting( continues to be the largest manufacturer of residential lighting products in North America, offering more than 4,300 lighting products.  Featuring several strategic partnerships with businesses such as Thomasville(, Delta( and renowned architect Michael Graves, Progress Lighting is the #1 decorative lighting choice of builders and remodelers, and is an ENERGY STAR( partner. Headquartered in Spartanburg, SC, Progress Lighting( has a manufacturing facility in Mexico and distribution centers in Chicago, Los Angeles, Philadelphia and Cowpens, SC. For more information on the products and services of Progress Lighting(, visit www.progresslighting.com or call 864-599-6000. For interviews, artwork and other media inquiries, email Kim Banks at kim@simkocomm.com.
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